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BOOK REVIEWS. 



A Text-Book of the Patent Laws of the United States. 
By Albert H. Walker. Third Edition. New York : 
Baker, Voorhis & Co. 1895. 

The value of Mr. Walker's work upon the law of patents, 
as presented in his first and second editions, is too well known 
and appreciated to require any comment; suffice it to say that 
this work has been a standard text-book since its first appear- 
ance in 1885, and has been constantly cited by the courts in 
patent cases as an authority upon the subject. 

Mr. Walker has just published a third edition, which is now 
before us. As nearly seven years have elapsed since the pub- 
lication of the second edition, and hundreds of cases have been 
decided upon the subject in that time, the new edition from 
Mr. Walker's own pen, bringing the subject down to date, will 
be warmly welcomed by the bar. All the leading cases 
decided since the appearance of the second edition have been 
added and the author, in his easy and concise style, has noted 
such modifications of the former prevailing opinions as are now 
warranted under the more recent authorities. It is true, that 
within this period of time, there has been but little important 
change in the Statutes bearing upon the subject, but the 
rulings in a number of cases, such, for instance, as Miller v. 
Eagle Company, 151 U. S. 197, have somewhat modified the 
constructions previously placed upon certain of the Statutes. 
Comment, therefore, in a text-book of this character upon 
such subjects is highly important together with a compilation 
of the cases pertinent thereto. 

Since the publication of Mr. Walker's previous edition, the 
Act of 1 89 1 has been passed creating the new Circuit Courts 
of Appeals, and relieving the Supreme Court of the United 
States of the consideration of patent cases, except in rare 
instances. Mr. Walker has, therefore, to deal in the new 
matter of this edition largely with the decisions of a series of 
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new courts of ultimate resort, nine in number, constituted of 
the Judges of the lower Federal courts, instead of with a line 
of decisions emanating from a single court of ultimate appeal, 
■constituted of nine Justices. The Supreme Court of the 
United States has recently handed down the decision in the 
last of the patent cases before it, and, consequently, no more 
opinions upon this subject will be looked for from this court, 
except in very rare instances. 

It is clear, as seen in this new edition, that conflicting decis- 
ions in the Circuit Courts of Appeals are apt to occur, though 
the advantage of the system of the expedition with which cases 
may be appealed and heard in the Circuit Courts of Appeals is 
apparent. The author, after carefully analyzing all the decis- 
ions of the Circuit Courts of Appeals of the various Circuits, 
has greatly enriched his work in this edition, by adding some 
fifteen new sections to the text, carefully amending certain 
other sections, omitting thirty-three or thirty-four sections of 
the second edition, and referring to or citing at least seven 
hundred cases not previously cited. In short, Mr. Walker's 
work on patents is now thoroughly up to date, and the prac- 
titioner, in referring to the same, has the satisfaction of know- 
ing that the law as stated in the work is the latest, and has all 
the leading authorities cited to substantiate the propositions 
expressed in the text. 

It is unfortunate that Mr. Walker has not sufficient space 
within the confines of his work to treat a little more elaborately 
certain subjects which he has not been able to more than pass 
upon in a few short sections. He has endeavored to treat of 
the whole broad subject of patent law in this one small volume, 
upon many of the subdivisions of which a volume of itself 
oould be written without exhausting the subject, for which 
purpose probably no more masterly pen than that of Mr. 
Walker is available. For the purposes for which the work is 
intended, it may be said to be concise and complete, but to 
answer the requirements of the profession, the bar would be 
glad to see Mr. Walker take the subjects of certain of the 
chapters, such as Infringement, Courts, Parties and Causes, 
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Actions in Equity, Injunctions, Damages and Profits, and 
prepare a separate work upon each. 

Horace Pettit. 



The Law of Collateral and Direct Inheritance, Legacy 
and Succession Taxes, Embracing all American and 
Many English Decisions, with Forms for New York 
State, and an Appendix giving the Statutes of New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Maine, 
Ohio, Connecticut, Maryland, California and Illinois. 
By Benjamin F. Dos Passos. Second Edition. St. Paul : 
West Publishing Co. 1895. 

The subject of inheritance taxes is rapidly coming to be 
one of great interest and importance. Since the publication 
of the first edition of Mr. Dos Passos's work (and, as he justly 
thinks, as one of the effects of its publication), such taxes 
have been authorized by statute in a number of the States of 
the Union, in addition to those where they were already in 
force, and these statutes, together with the decisions under 
them, have combined to swell the modest dimensions of the 
first edition to a very considerable bulk. This increase in the 
range of its subject, moreover, has greatly enhanced the value 
of the work, both on account of the wider scope of many of 
these new statutes, and the increased opportunity for finding 
authority for doubtful points, and makes it practically a new 
work, rather than a mere " second edition." 

One very noticeable feature of the work is the valuable 
suggestions it contains as to the value and propriety of inherit- 
ance taxes, and the means of escaping the errors and incon- 
sistencies into which several of the States have fallen in adopt- 
ing them. Though, in inserting these, the author has deviated 
somewhat from the accepted plan of a legal text-book, yet 
one cannot but feel that in this instance, at least, the deviation 
has been a decided improvement. 

The arrangement of the work is all that could be desired, as 
regards both the logical and the historical development of the 
subject. Both these lines are kept carefully in view through- 



